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RABBIT SKIN GLUE 
 
 

Rabbit Skin Glue is used to size canvas or linen before oil painting in 

order to coat and protect the fibers from deterioration caused by the 

oxidation of linseed oil that would otherwise penetrate the fibers. 

Rabbit Skin Glue will tighten the fabric as well as make it stiff. Please 

see Rabbit Skin Glue Tech Sheet (for traditional gesso recipe and 

other applications.) 

 
 

SUPPLIES NEEDED TO PREPARE RABBIT SKIN GLUE: 

 Rabbit Skin Glue 

 Water 

 Hot Plate 

 Double boiler or sauce pot and clean metal container 

 Palette knife 

 Brush 
 
 

 

INSTRUCTIONS: 

 

1. In the top container of the double boiler soak 1 part rabbit skin 

glue to 10 parts cold tap water. Allow mixture to sit 1-3 hours until 

the rabbit skin glue has swollen and is completely dissolved. Stir 

occasionally during this time. 

 

2. Once the mixture is dissolved and swollen then start to heat the 

water in the bottom part of the double boiler. Heat slowly and do 

not allow the water to boil. If boiled, the mixture will lose its 

adhesive properties and will become ineffective. 

 

3. Once the mixture is heated correctly it will be fluid. Brush this mixture onto 
the canvas or linen, allowing it to penetrate the weave of the fabric. (If the 
first coat revealed pinholes in the surface, use the second coat to fill those 
in.) Two thin coats are recommended to properly block oil penetration. Use 
the mixture while hot. Once it has cooled it will gel.  
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COVERAGE: 

Below is an estimate of the coverage of Rabbit Skin Glue over 

canvas, board or paper so you may better approximate the amount 

you will need. 

 

1.12 oz. of dissolved Rabbit Skin Glue will cover 1 square foot of canvas 

2.25 oz. RSG = 2 sq. ft. canvas 

4.50 oz. RSG = 4 sq. ft. canvas 

9 oz. RSG = 8 sq. ft. canvas 

13.5 oz. RSG = 12 sq. ft. canvas 

 

 
 

WARNINGS: 

*Please note that Rabbit Skin Glue is hygroscopic, meaning that as humidity increases, the 

Rabbit Skin Glue will absorb moisture and swell. With drier conditions, it will shrink back down 

which causes the canvas to tighten, go slack and lose its overall tension. Over time these 

fluctuations can stress dried oil paint films causing increased cracking. In controlled 

environments, this is less of a problem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
WILLIAMSBURG TECHNICAL SUPPORT STAFF ensure that customers understand the full capabilities of our  products. Customer response is 
one of the most important ser vices provided. Artists who are facing challenges in their work may contact us by phone 800-959-6543; email 
techsupport@williamsburgoils.com; fax 607-847-9336 or write: Williamsburg Oils, 188 Bell Road, New Berlin, NY 13411 USA. For more 
information visit our website: WilliamsburgOils.com. 
 

DISCLAIMER: The above information is based on research and testing done by Golden Artist Colors, Inc., and is provided as a basis for understanding 
the potential uses of the products mentioned. Due to the numerous variables in methods, materials and conditions of producing art, Golden Artist Colors, 
Inc. cannot be sure the product will be right for you. Therefore, we urge product users to test each application to ensure all individual project 
requirements are met. While we believe the above information is accurate, WE MAKE NO EXPRESS OR IMPLIED WARRANTIES OF 
MERCHANTABILITY OR FITNESS FOR A PARTICULAR PURPOSE, and we shall in no event be liable for any damages (indirect, consequential, or 
otherwise) that may occur as a result of a product application. 
 


